
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, September 3, 2015  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Vice Chairman Michael DeFeo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks Michael S. Manware 
Excused:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the Minutes of 
the August 6, 2015 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (DeFeo). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Southington Youth Sport Leagues. Chair DeFeo gave introductory remarks about having the 
sport leagues attend the meeting.  He thanked them for their time and for their volunteer work with 
our youth.  He explained that as a board we want to get more involved with the leagues, see what 
they need and how the board can help.  The board has also been asked by the Board of Finance to 
come up with a method for the league stipends.  The board is working out how to do that.  Any 
decisions will not affect this year but will affect next July. 
 
* Mario Izzo, 44 Pebble Drive, treasurer of Southington West Baseball.  Mr. Izzo said when 
they set their budget, they count on the town’s subsidy.  The league also subsidizes the cost of the 
player’s fee by running a concession stand; items are solicited from businesses in town.  They do 
the best they can to minimize the cost to the players.  He thanked the town for keeping the fields 
nice.   
 
The parking lot is something that could use some help.  It is something of a safety issue the way 
people park as it is not set up as a proper lot with lines.  The bleachers are also in bad shape and 
should probably be replaced for safety reasons. They may use this year’s subsidy for the bleachers. 
The budget runs from October to September and the league is a 501(c)3 organization. 
They file a 990 every year.  Mr. Izzo was asked to send a copy to Mr. Lapreay.  Commissioner 
Galati said as an alumni of that league, he is very proud of the way the facility has been kept over 
the years and commended the league for their work. 
 
*William “Skip” Griffin IV, 76 Monarch Drive, president of Southington West, spoke to the 
group.  He said they have a tremendous group of volunteers.  The parking lot is an issue that needs 
to be addressed in the near future.  A few years ago they filled some large potholes but the lot, 
which is made from millings, gets rutted.  If it could be smoothed out and laid out correctly, it 
would really help.  Mr. Griffin said he would ask Steve Giudice if he would make a layout of the lot 
to give a better idea of what might be done. 
 
Lights are another thing the league would like, especially for the big field but Mr. Griffin believes it 
would be too costly since they don’t have enough junior league. 
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Bathroom facilities are another thing that would be very helpful.  Right now there is one ladies 
room and one mens room.  During tournaments, there are long lines.  They do use port-o-lets but 
would really like a separate rest room facility.  They have city water and septic.  Some discussion 
followed on bringing electricity to the facility from West Street.  Mr. Lapreay was told by 
Eversource that more power would need to be run into the park to support a 480 volt system.  The 
cost was very high.  The league had an electrician say that a lower voltage (208) could work.  This 
needs further review.  Mr. Griffin said bathrooms and the parking lot are most important.  
Commissioner Romano thought that Eversource should be contacted for other options.  He would 
take the lead on that. 
 
Mr. Griffin said they typically have 300 to 325 in the league.  Question arose about vendors for the 
concession stand.  Commissioner Romano believed money could be saved if all the leagues were 
serviced by the same vendors due to economies of scale.  Proposals could be requested.  He also 
stated that any other groups that use the field must provide a certificate of insurance to the town.  
Wood bats were a huge success.  Games were shorter, scores were better.  Bats average about $50 
but can go as high as $400.   
 
*David Kanute, 823 Glacier Way, president, Southington Youth Wrestling.  Mr. Kanute is in 
his 34th year with the wrestling group.  They average 80 to 100 members every year.  Registration is 
$120 a year which includes purchasing USA Wrestling liability insurance.  Mr. Kanute spoke about 
the successful program that has seen 3 state champs this year with 4 in second place and 4 in third 
place.  Several go on to play well in college.  The league has one or two tournaments each year with 
about 400-500 kids from throughout CT but also some from NY, RI and NJ.  Everyone wears head 
gear from 5 years old and up.  The main expenses are equipment to wrestle and building use 
expenses.  Mr. Kanute gave a summary of what was spent over the years in creating the wrestling 
room at the high school and the cost of the mats.  Each mat costs about $9600.  The room is shared 
with the high school.   
 
Mr. Kanute said the town stipend is very important.  They are not large enough to be a 501(c)3.  
USA Wrestling provides clinics and access to their large liability insurance but does not give 
money.   
 
*Kevin Doran, 103 Vernondale Drive, Girls Lacrosse.  The interest in lacrosse keeps on 
growing.  They have over 400 kids on 24 teams that need practice fields.  Last year they had to rent 
a field at Mountain Grove because there weren’t enough fields using whatever town fields were 
available, especially due to not being able to use Kennedy’s field.  It won’t be available this year 
either.  They have used the Brandenburg property but it is uneven; they do the best they can with it.  
Mr. Doran said some of their expenses include helping with some of the girls’ gear (not the boys) 
and paying to line the fields.  They have 200 girls and 250 boys.  Membership includes $25 for 
USA Lacrosse.  Last year they paid about $1200 for field rental.  Discussion followed regarding use 
of the turf field.  They loved using it last year and would welcome space there if available.  Mr. 
Lapreay will work with Mr. Doran once he gets the schedule of SHS use.  Discussion followed 
about making the Brandenburg field more usable, possibly by adding some soil and rolling it.  
There is enough room for two fields. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: 
1. Letter of thanks from Southington Arts Council.  This was a letter thanking the board for the 
subsidy. 
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DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said summer programs are complete.  It was a great year with the playground camp.  
Each session was full.  Due to the high interest, he increased the number for each session from 100 
to 120 but there was still a waiting list.  He has to be careful with the class size due to staffing and 
also space at the school which is used on rainy days.  He believes 120 is a good number to use again 
next year.  Tennis was fantastic.  Softball had a good year.  He is currently in the process of lining 
up the fall season.  September 14 starts fall softball. There are currently 8-9 mens teams and 4 
womens teams.  The same umpires are used.  Mr. Lapreay will meet with Lou Urso. 
 
Space for fall programming in the schools is 90% complete.  Next will be basketball.  A couple of 
new programs will begin in the fall.  One is tennis at Panthorn Park with the same instructor.  It was 
going to be just Saturdays but Wednesday was added due to the high interest.  An adapted soccer 
program for special needs kids will start up.  It will be run by a woman who was interested in 
setting up a soccer program for grades 1-12.  Registration is starting. 
 
Soccer lights are complete.  There are a couple of things to tweak such as the angle of the lights.  
Next week several staff members will be trained online on how to run the system.  Football lights 
will be next.  There is some money in the budget.  Mr. Lapreay is getting prices for the all purpose 
field at the drive-in. 
 
Bow hunting season is from September 15 through December 31. The schedule is Monday through 
Saturday.  The State DEEP has allowed bow hunting on Sunday, but this is private town land, and 
Mr. Lapreay recommends keeping it as is if there is no objection.  Everyone agreed.  We do post 
signs at the park saying that it is bow hunting season. 
 
Mr. Lapreay is booking the turf field for the youth leagues, football, soccer and working around the 
SHS schedule. 
 
Mr. Lapreay had a request by a CT Cycling Group to use Crescent Lake on September 19th as a rest 
area.  There would only be 4 or 5 vehicles in the parking lot.  They would hand out water and 
snacks to the cyclists.  He contacted the Police Department who will research it further.  Once they 
give their approval, Mr. Lapreay will touch base with the cycling group. The board had no problem 
with it if the police agree. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware added to the bow hunting report. The forestry project at Crescent Lake is getting 
closer to taking place and may happen while bow hunting is going on.  We have a map showing 
where the logging will take place and are providing it to the hunters as a safety precaution. 
 
Parks crews scraped, primed and painted the town green gazebo in the last two weeks.  It is 
something that has to be done about every five years.  They will look to do the Plantsville one and 
also the Welcome to Plantsville sign.  A lot of time was spent in August for field preparation, 
mainly at the drive-in, football field, and helped with irrigation and some seeding in the soccer 
fields. 
 
Memorial pool house bids were opened on Tuesday.  There were three bidders and all were over 
budget by a significant amount.  We will consider some of the alternatives to lower the price. 
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Electric power pedestals were installed in the Riccio Way parking lot to help with the Apple 
Festival. 
 
The ice rink liner was power washed and checked for patching needs and holes.  This is the second 
year we have used it; we hoped to get three years out of it.  Mr. Manware spoke with Dawn Miceli 
and it was decided to use it again this year.  Discussion followed on how much water is put in (6-8”) 
and how snow affects the ice. 
 
Mr. Manware stated that for the last two years he has had a partnership with Newtown for education 
of our employees, demos for equipment, etc.  It is done with Newtown and a couple of other towns. 
 
Chair DeFeo raised a question as requested by the Chairman regarding the mold on the ceiling of 
the pavilion.  Mr. Manware said they tried some products with moderate success. He would like to 
try other solutions such as bleach. He wants to stay away from power washing. 
 
Mr. Manware is putting together a plan for the Milldale School sign as discussed at the last meeting. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Natelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Rental Fees.  Mr. Lapreay said the topic was mentioned at previous meetings and he had 
provided some information from other towns to the board.  He wanted to keep it in mind.  
Commissioner Natelli suggested at the next meeting to have an executive session to talk about the 
fees and then have an action item. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Special Needs – Basketball.  Chair DeFeo asked if any requests had come in for a basketball 
program for special needs kids.  Mr. Lapreay said no, but he could ask about it.  It would be in line 
with our plan to add some special needs programming.  Mr. DeFeo will look into it. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


